Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ISLAMA 09496 151134Z 

50 

ACTION AID-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 NEA-10 ISO-OO TRSE-00 EB-07 AGR-05 L-03 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 /046W 

110588 

R 150750Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2412 
INFO AMCONSUL KARACHI 
AMCONSUL LAHORE 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ISLAMABAD 9496 
MANIL FOR ADB 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, ECRE, EAGR, PK 
REF: ISLAMABAD 9343 

SUMMARY. THE MOST RECENT PROBLEM IN CONNECTION WITH 
TARBELA'S TUNNEL TWO HAS BEEN LOCATED AT A GATE AREA AND 
TAMS BELIEVES IT CAN BE REPAIRED. WHILE THIS IS GOOD NEWS, 

THE TIMETABLE FOR COMPLETION OF REPAIRS TO THE STILLING 
BASINS BEHIND TUNNELS THREE AND FOUR HAS REGRETTABLY BEEN 
SET BACK FURTHER TO THE END OF JUNE. THIS SLIPPAGE IN 
REPAIRS SADLY CONFIRMS THAT ONLY A PART OF TARBELA 
RESERVOIR WATER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THIS WINTER S WHEAT 
CROP. END SUMMARY. 

1 THE AMBASSADOR AND OTHER EMBOFFS PAID VISITS TO 
TARBELA OVER THE WEEKEND AND HELD SEVERAL USEFUL TALKS 
WITH TAMS CHIEF ENGINEER MORGAN THOMPSON. ACCORDING TO 
THOMPSON, AFTER TUNNELS ONE AND TWO WERE REPAIRED THIS PAST 
SPRING, THE TUNNELS WERE REFILLED IN AUGUST FOR TESTING 
PURPOSES UP TO THE MID-TUNNEL GATES. THEN TWO WEEKS AGO, 
WHEN THE PROCESS OF REDRAINING THE UPSTREAM HALF OF THE 
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TUNNELS WAS BEGUN, IT WAS FOUND THAT THE PUMPS WERE UNABLE 
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TO EMPTY TUNNEL TWO. WATER WAS COMING IN AS FAST AS THE PUMPS 
WERE TAKING IT OUT. AT FIRST, THE TAMS ENGINEERS FEARED 
A LEAK IN THE REPAIRED TUNNEL WALLS. LATER THEY THEORIZED 
THAT AN ESCAPING AIR BUBBLE, CAPTURED DURING THE FILLING 
OF THE TUNNEL, MAY HAVE FORCED OPEN THE CAP/GATE STRUCTURE 
ON TOP OF THE INTAKE TOWER. 

2. ON OCTOBER 14 THOMPSON TOLD EMBOFF BY PHONE THAT A DIVER 
HAD DETERMINED THAT THE INTAKE TOWER STRUCTURE WAS SOUND 
BUT THAT HYDROPHONIC SOUNDINGS INDICATED A LARGE WATER 
INFLOW THROUGH THE AREA OF THE RIGHT-HAND, LAKE-BED LEVEL 
TUNNEL GATE. ASKED IF THIS WERE REPAIRABLE, THOMPSON 

SAID HE THOUGHT IT COULD BE DONE. (THESE PARTICULAR GATES 
ARE DESIGNED TO BE USED ONLY WHEN THE RESERVOIR IS AT A 
LOW LEVEL. THEY WOULD BE USED ONLY IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT 
OF DRAINING THE LAKE). ITALIAN DEEP SEA DIVERS ON HAND 
FOR THE STILLING BASIN REPAIRS CAN PROBABLY ASSIST WITH 
THE GATE REPAIR. 

3. REGARDING THE STILLING BASINS, THOMPSON'S ESTIMATE OF 

AN END-OF -JUNE COMPLETION DATE IS ONE TO TWO MONTHS LONGER 
THAN WHAT WE HAD LAST HEARD. THOMPSON EXPLAINED THAT THE 
WALLS OF THE STILLING BASINS WERE BADLY ERODED-IN SOME 
PARTS ALL THE WAY THROUGH-AND THAT THE BEDROCK BELOW THE 
BASINS HAD BEEN GOUGED OUT TO A DEPTH OF ABOUT 50 FEET. 

MOST OF THIS DAMAGE OCCURRED DURING AN EIGHT-DAY PERIOD 
THIS LAST AUGUST WHEN THE SPILLWAY HAD TO BE TEMPORARILY 
CLOSED TO ALLOW FOR THE SHIFTING OF A POWERLINE TOWER FROM 
THE EDGE OF THE SPILLWAY CHANNEL. THE FORCE OF THE ADDI- 
TIONAL WATER RELEASED THROUGH TUNNELS THREE AND FOUR HAD 
ACCELERATED THE PREVIOUSLY SLIGHT DAMAGE TO THE BASINS. 

4. IN TWO OTHER PROBLEM AREAS THOMPSON WAS ABLE TO REPORT 
GOOD NEWS. THE AMOUNT OF SEEPAGE UNDER THE DAM AND THE 
CREATION OF NEW SINK HOLES HAVE BOTH BEEN START JZF.D. AND 
NEITHER MATTER IS CAUSE FOR CONCERN. FURTHER, THE SINGLE 
TUNNEL ON THE EAST OR LEFT BANK, WHICH WAS STARTED LONG 
AFTER THE RIGHT BANK TUNNELS, IS EXPECTED TO BE READY 
AHEAD OF TIME-BY THE END OF MARCH. THIS IS AN IRRIGATION 
TUNNEL AND WOULD PERMIT USE OF SOME RESERVOIR WATER BELOW 
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SPILLWAY LEVEL DURING THE END OF THE WINTER CROP SEASON. 

5. COMMENT. WE HOPE TAMS IS RIGHT AND THAT THE FRONT-GATE 
PROBLEM TO TUNNEL TWO CAN BE REPAIRED. TAMS WILL HAVE A 
DEFINITIVE ANSWER ON THIS IN A COUPLE OF WEEKS. IT REMAINS 
UNFORTUNATE THOUGH THAT A SECOND WINTER SEASON WILL PASS 
WITHOUT FULL USE OF TARBELA WATER. 

BYROADE 
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